Technology, specialization, and the allied health professions.
Medical specialization has been made possible through the evolution and dominance of the anatomic theory of disease and the growth of technology. Through the view offered by anatomy, the idea of dividing and studying portions of the body seemed natural and desirable. Through technology, diagnostic and therapeutic actions on these parts became possible. Specialization has affected all aspects of medicine, particularly the allied health professions. The narrow perspective on illness that specialization can produce in allied health professionals may be forestalled through systematic educational efforts to broaden their understanding of illness by delineating the ethical dimensions of their relationship to patients, creating a view of their place in the historical evolution of medicine, and examining how technology influences medicine and its role in shaping allied health careers.